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spring Edition
By: Jerry "Ricochet" Fritze
At the NTC/RTC in San Diego in the summer of 1974 we were given a training session on NBC Warfare: Nuclear, Biological
and Chemical. The training was in fact almost completely useless. There was nothing on prevention or recovery, and precious
little on mitigation of effects. For the nuclear portion we were shown a film on a ships’ water wash down system and told to get
rid of our clothes and take a shower. This was about as useful as the “duck and cover” drills I went through in school in the
60’s. “A nuclear engagement is survivable” Really? In 1978 during Refresher Training on Ranger someone came on the 1MC
and said “Nuclear Explosion 500 yards to starboard. Take a brace!” Let’s assume a 10 kiloton* warhead detonated at 1500 ft.:
At 500 yards in the first few milliseconds everyone exposed on deck would have been vaporized, the pressure wave would
have swept the flight- and exposed weather decks clear, destroyed the island and probably compromised the starboard side of
the hull. The fireball would have engulfed the ship and anyone deep in the hull would have either drowned or died of radiation
poisoning within 36 hours. There would have been no time for commands of any sort. The Chemical training only discussed
the differences in the various agents: irritants, nerve agents, blister-inducing and so on, and again we were told to wash off
exposed skin with fresh water. At the end of the training session we were put in a room in small groups wearing gas masks
and they released a 10% concentration of CS (tear) gas into the room and after a few moments we had to pull off our masks.
My eyes watered, my nose ran, my face was irritated and my chest felt constricted. After a few moments of this we left the
room and the next batch of dumb-ass recruits was led inside. I don’t remember if anyone puked but I would not be surprised if
they had. As far as Biological agents not a whole lot of time was spent on the subject. I don’t recall any specific mention of the
various pathogens such as Anthrax or plagues. *The Hiroshima bomb was estimated to be 12-14 kt.
We are now in a biological war. Not just us, but the whole world: all of humanity is staring down an invisible and insidious
enemy; one who has no moral compass or ethical guidance. Like all living things on this Earth it has one purpose, and one
purpose only: replication. The world has faced these dangers before, and recently as well: Hong Kong Flu, Bird Flu, MERS,
SARS and a variety of other viruses that plague both man and beast. Whether you refer to it as a pathogen, a virus or a
disease doesn’t matter, that’s just a question of semantics. What matters is that we are all on the frontline of the battle. We
have been given advice and instructions from all levels on what we can do both as societies and individuals to help combat
this enemy. We have watched the sufferings and deaths in a host of countries including our own. Civilian or military, adult or
child, young or old it strikes without warning. Tens of thousands have died; and yes, many more have recovered. But until both
treatment and preventative vaccines are discovered we are all in the trenches; there is no strategic reserve. Now is not the
time for misplaced egoism, arrogance or entitlement hiding under a false flag of patriotism. Now is the time to stand together
and do what’s right for family and friends, for home town and home state, and for the safety and security of the population and
economy of the United States. To do any less is to aid and abet the enemy; and that is the definition of treason.
Michelle and I have been hunkered down since early
March, and we only leave the house every 10 days for
supplies. We’re not “preppers” or survivalists but we do
keep at least 30 days worth of necessaries on hand. We’ve
been retired for two years so this isolation aspect doesn’t
affect as much as it may others, and we’ve always been
private people anyway. There’s always something to do
around here and soon we’ll start our spring planting. Until
next time: Keep your faith and your hopes high.
~Ricochet~
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Mission Statement
Perpetuate the history of Naval Aviation Squadrons
VT-17, VA-6B, VA-65, VA-25 and VFA-25,
Remember deceased veterans and comfort their
survivors,
Conduct charitable and educational programs,
Foster and participate in activities of patriotic nature,
Assist current active squadron members, and
Provide assistance to family members in times of
emergency.

We’re all house bound in California but I still manage to get into the office every other day with one or two other hardy
souls. There’s just some work that’s easier to do with three large computer screens instead of a small laptop hooked up to
the office server with a VPN. And of course, we’re all wondering about when this will be over as the key events of our spring
and summer schedule are either canceled or placed in jeopardy of being canceled. So far, I’ve missed out on attending the
Masters Golf Tournament and watching the tour of Utah; one is delayed, the other canceled. My upcoming trip to Ireland to
watch the Navy-Notre Dame game in August stands on shaky ground. And that brings us to Hook 2020 and the Fist reunion.
I spoke with the Tailhook Association crew to secure our hospitality suite and check on their planning for the Naval Aviation
event of the year, and I’m happy to report that the Tailhook Association staff is running ahead at full speed in planning for
the event. So far, so good; but a lot can happen in the next five months. Will big conventions be allowed to occur? Will the
defense contractors and the Navy allow their employees and pilots to attend a large convention? These are serious questions in light of the situation on the USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71). For the first time in anyone’s memory, a naval warship has been taken off the line due to the illness of the crew. So we ask ourselves, will the Navy brass allow hundreds of
Naval Aviators to attend Hook 2020 if there’s a serious chance they may become infected with COVID-19? Or will the world
be on a path back to normalcy and the show will go on? Stay tuned to this channel for an update with the summer newsletter.
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Blue Angels Tour Dates
The following shows have not yet been canceled:
May 20 USNA Air Show Annapolis

23/24 Jones Beach Air Show NY

Jun 6/7 Scott AFB Air and Space Show IL
13/14 Chippewa Valley Air Show Eau Claire, WI
20/21 Memphis Air Show TN

27/28 Dayton Air Show

Jul 4/5 National Cherry Festival Air Show Traverse City, MI
11 Pensacola Beach Air Show

25/26 Milwaukee Air and Water Show

Skipper’s corner
First and foremost, all Fists and association members past and present, please stay safe. Adhere
to the local restrictions, especially if you fall into a vulnerable category. We are all in uncharted
territory.
As I reflect on my tenure as the seventy-first Fist of the Fleet Commanding Officer with this final
Skipper’s Corner, I keep circling back to the word unpredictable. Most Skippers probably have a
plan when taking the reins of a squadron, but as the saying goes “no plan extends with any certainty
beyond the first contact with the enemy.” Unpredictability defines this past year of being a Fist with
enemies both seen and unseen. Thomas Paine may have not done a ten month combat
deployment, to include four extensions, only to come home to a global pandemic, but his quote
“These are the times that try men’s souls” rings truer than ever. That being said, oppressive British
tyranny certainly was nothing to scoff at.
When times become unpredictable and tough, I believe the best course of action is to focus on
the positive. Regardless of the external factors impacting the Fists, I am humbled and damn proud
of what we, as a team of highly motivated warfighters, have accomplished. The indomitable grit
shown during the tough times on deployment and these trying times now has only sharpened Fist training and focus. Because of
this grit, the Fist of the Fleet became the most highly trained strike fighter squadron in the Navy. From our SFWT progression to
earning the EAWS pennant, our team has risen to every challenge. During the unprecedented, marathon deployment, I knew our
team could be counted on, proven by the air wing commander repeatedly depending on Fist of the Fleet to plan, lead, and fly the
most demanding missions. Our high standards and unmatched level of expertise made us the most reliable and dependable
squadron in the air wing.
In closing, I would like to thank all current and past Sailors that have helped the Fist of the Fleet become the greatest strike
fighter squadron the Navy has ever known. Commander Jake Rose is ready to write the next chapter of Fistory. I have no doubt
he will carry the torch through these trying times.
Thank You and Farewell.
Sincerely,
Commander David Dartez
Commanding Officer VFA-25

from the Cockpit:

By: LT Chris “Meathole” Honeycutt

Despite reducing our footprint in our working spaces and in the skies as a result of
COVID-19 mitigating measures, we are still highly focused on training and executing our
mission. As the only junior officer left with flights to complete in the Strike Fighter Weapons
and Tactics (SFWT) syllabus, all “patch wearer” eyes are on me. Over the last few weeks
we have completed my High-Aspect, Basic Fighter Maneuvers (HABFM) flight as well as
Section Engaged Maneuvering (SEM). We have now shifted our focus to my Point
Defense flight where we will simulate an ingress through defended airspace in order to
establish air superiority over a downed pilot. COVID-19 may all but shut down domestic air
travel but it can’t stop the SFWT train!
However, we still look for opportunities to work hard and play even harder. One such
opportunity came in the week prior to the COVID-19 pandemic when myself and our
OPSO, LCDR Nick “Gherkin” Len took two jets on the road for some low level training
throughout the Pacific North West.
We took off out of Lemoore on a Friday afternoon and low-leveled our way through
Nevada until we reached our destination of Boise, ID. It was the first time for both of us in
Boise so we wasted no time exploring the downtown area. When we took off the next
morning, the pattern was full of A-10s and F-5s participating in a USAF exercise near
Mountain Home, ID. We continued our journey to the west as we picked up our clearance
to fly the coveted VR-1355, or “Million Dollar Route,” as it is affectionately nick-named. It
was a beautiful day and a thrilling flight as we navigated through the snow-capped
Cascade Mountain range before dropping into NAS Whidbey Island to say hello to our
CVW-7 friends, the VAQ-140 Patriots. Once topped off, we bustered to get out of Seattle
airspace having just learned they were a “hot zone” for COVID-19. We low-leveled east
until we reached our destination for the night, Spokane, WA. After another fun night on the
town, we started our two leg transit back home to Lemoore. Our first leg consisted of a lowlevel through Southern Washington into Northern Nevada. Things got a little hairy as we
tuned up the CTAF for KRTS (Reno Stead). This was my first time leading a flight into an uncontrolled field full of general
aviation traffic. With the help of short range radar and a directive wingman, we were able to de-conflict from the Cessna’s, RV’s
and Cirrus’ as we came into the break. It was awesome walking around the ramp checking out all the vintage aircraft used for the
annual Reno Air Races hosted there. We were told to come back to “turn some laps” in the backseat of an L-39 come race
season! One last flight brought us back VFR over Lake Tahoe, Mammoth Mountain and Yosemite prior to landing back at NAS
Lemoore. It was an awesome weekend full of great flying and flight leadership training. We are all anxious for this virus to pass
so we can continue to show the VFA-25 flag across the country. As always, Damn Proud to be a Fist!

From the hanger deck:
Fist of the Fleet Association, I am HM2 Perkins. Born in Santa Ana, California, raised
in Anaheim California, and inspired by mygrandfather’s Naval service, I enlisted in the
Navy on the 21st of January 2014 at the age of 19. I wanted to follow his example of
serving our country by becoming a Hospital Corpsman.
After my initial training, my first command was Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland. I was fortunate enough to work in the surgical intensive
care unit where I had the pleasure to meet former president Obama, as well as Bush
Sr., and Joe Biden. I then went on to Pensacola, Florida were I became an Aerospace
Medicine Technician. My next set of orders brought me to VFA-25.
I have had a remarkable experience with VFA-25. I joined the command as an E-3
and was fortunate to make E-4 off the advancement exam. Shortly thereafter during our
around the world 2019 deployment, I meritoriously advanced to E-5. I have also
successfully completed my aviation EAWS (Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist), and
my ESWS (Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist) qualifications. Over the last couple
months in the medical field, I have been accountable for certain responsibilities
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. It has influenced my everyday life and daily duties
significantly; I have to screen the NALO (Navy Air Logistics Office) more frequently,
screen every service member who is of high risk, and implement certain safety
precautions. I am pleased to have the opportunity to assist my fellow serve members in
combating COVID-19 and prioritizing their wellbeing. I am damn proud to be a Fist!

Greetings Fist of the Fleet Association, I am AO2 Byrne. I was born and raised in
Warner Robins, GA and joined the Navy on August 13, 2013 at the age of 19. I decided
to enlist in the Navy because I knew I would be given opportunities that most 19 year olds
would never be given, such as getting to travel to other countries and being placed in
charge of multimillion dollar equipment. Being in VFA-25 as my first command has
granted me those abilities and I am grateful for all the places I have visited and the many
things I have experienced during my tenure. My first deployment provided me the
privilege of exploring port calls such as Split, Croatia and Malia, Greece, and I was
meritoriously promoted to Petty Officer Third class on the fantail of CVN 75. Hands down,
my most precious memory as a Fist was getting a back seat ride with my then XO at the
time, CDR Dentzer, for winning Blue Jacket of the Year. From the moment I stepped on
the flight line and saw the Super Hornet, my dream was to fly in one. It is something I will
never forget and will be able to tell my kids about someday. Attached is a picture of me
getting to live that dream.
Throughout my time as a Fist I have been part of many different teams. Soon after
checking in, I was sent straight to the line shack and obtained my Plane Captain
qualification, EAWS, ESWS, as well as all my shop qualifications. I have been fortunate
enough to make two deployments with the Fists. My first deployment was in the line shack and the second deployment was in the
ordnance shop. On both deployments, I worked with some amazing people with whom I have developed everlasting
relationships. Both shops had a work-hard, play-hard attitude and everyone seemed to be in a friendly competition to be the best
- which is what makes being a Fist so great. Everyone got qualified and got promoted extremely fast which became the norm.
This competitive environment that promoted success and demanded everyone’s best was the result of how the shop’s leadership
carried themselves. Such leaders included: ADC Washington, AMC Roberts, AO1 McMillian, AO1 Rosales, AO1 Rube, and
Gunner Comrie. Any time a Fist, whether in our shop or another, needed advice or a helping hand, our leaders stepped up and
made sure they got the advice or help they needed. Now that I’m in a leadership role, I’ve tried my best to convey to my junior
Sailors the same positive Fist attitude as those before me. The most significant lesson I’ve learned has to be that Fists take care
of Fists. With that said, I am Damn Proud to be a FIST!

Have you paid your 2020 Dues?

Only Voting Members have access to the Directory

Annual Dues:
$25/YR
Life Time Dues
$200
Mail dues to Financial Officer:
Chuck Webster 2441 Lock B Road North Clarksville TN 37043

Become a Voting Member!
Visit the Base Exchange at
www.fistofthefleet.org

Roy E. Widmer, AFCM USN Retired
Born 26 February 1930 in North Dakota, SM Widmer died of respiratory failure at Joint Base
Lewis-McCord, Washington on Thursday 26 March 2020, 1 month after his 90th birthday. Chief
Widmer was our leading Chief for the '74 cruise and the for most of the '72 cruise he was Maint
Cont Chief. When I showed up in the squadron, I asked the XO, Paul Moore to move Chief
Widmer to leading chief and asked Marty Phillips to moved AVCM Ben Houk into Maint Cont.
I'm sure many of you remember Chief Houk, he made the '74 curse and his replacement was
AVCM Bob Beasley during the '76 cruise. My pleasure to have worked with all these
outstanding E-9 Chief Petty Officers. They have all passed now, their service to our Naval
Service was within the highest standards.
Chuck Webster

Derek Ellington had dreamed of
retiring in Hawaii. The San Jose
High grad had spent four years in
the Navy working on the USS
Ranger before starting what would
become a 36-year career with
United Airlines. He worked at
Oakland International Airport and
most recently at SFO, started his
tenure as a mechanic and
ascended to a variety of leadership
roles. Even as the novel
coronavirus was spreading
throughout the United States,
Ellington’s desire to travel remained strong. In mid-March, the longtime line
supervisor for United Airlines at San Francisco International Airport (SFO) flew
with a friend to Nebraska for a brief trip. When he returned, Ellington, 59, felt
ill, had trouble breathing and couldn’t report to work. A week later, his
condition had not improved and he was transported by ambulance to a local
hospital. On March 26, the San Jose native and Navy veteran, died from
COVID-19, succumbing to the deadly pandemic that as of Monday had killed
more than 3,000 people in the U.S — including more than 50 in the Bay Area.
His partner Tracey Lynne also succumbed to COVID-19 on the 28th.

A short overview of pandemics and disease.
The Black Death, also the Plague, was the most fatal pandemic recorded in human history, resulting in the deaths of up to 75200 million people in Eurasia and North Africa, peaking in Europe from 1347 to 1351. Plague, the disease caused by
the bacterium Yersinia pestis, is believed to have been the cause; Y. pestis infection can cause septicaemic and pneumonic
plagues but most commonly results in bubonic plague. The Black Death was the second plague pandemic recorded, after
the Plague of Justinian (542-546). The plague created religious, social, and economic upheavals, with profound effects on the
course of European history. It probably originated in Central Asia or East Asia, from where it traveled along the Silk Road,
reaching Crimea by 1347. From there, it was most likely carried by fleas living on the black rats that traveled on Genoese merchant
ships, spreading throughout the Mediterranean Basin and reaching Africa, Western Asia, and the rest of Europe via
Constantinople, Sicily, and the Italian Peninsula. The Black Death is estimated to have killed 30% to 60% of Europe's population. In
total, the plague may have reduced the world population from an estimated 475 million to 350–375 million in the 14th century. It
took 200 years for Europe's population to recover to its previous level. Outbreaks of the plague recurred until the early 20th century.
Following the arrival of the Spanish in the Caribbean, diseases such as smallpox, measles and bubonic plague
were passed along to the native populations by the Europeans. With no previous exposure, these diseases devastated indigenous people, with as many as 90 percent dying throughout the north and south continents. Upon arrival
on the island of Hispaniola, Christopher Columbus encountered the Taino people, population 60,000. By 1548, the
population stood at less than 500. This scenario repeated itself throughout the Americas. In 1520, the Aztec
Empire was destroyed by a smallpox infection. The disease killed many of its victims and incapacitated others. It
weakened the population so they were unable to resist Spanish colonizers and left farmers unable to produce needed crops. Recent research concluded that the total number of deaths of some 56 million Native Americans in both
North and South America in the 16th and 17th centuries was due largely through disease.
On 20 Sept 1519 Ferdinand Magellan and 270 sailors in his fleet of five ships left Spain sailing west across the Atlantic toward
South America. On 6 Sept 1522, one ship, Victoria, returned completing the circumnavigation with only 18 or 19 survivors. 30 or
more had died from scurvy, the rest due to combat with native peoples or accidents aboard. Magellan himself was killed by Filipinos
on the island of Mactan. While Great Britain was at war with Spain in 1740, Commodore George Anson led a squadron of eight
ships on a mission to disrupt or capture Spain's Pacific possessions. Returning to Britain in 1744 by way of China and thus completing a circumnavigation, the voyage was notable for the capture of an Acapulco galleon but also horrific losses to disease with only
188 men of the original 1,854 surviving. Typhus, or ship fever, is spread by body lice which thrived in the hot, humid and unsanitary
conditions. After two months at sea, this disease as well as scurvy and dysentery began to race through the crews.
During the American Revolution of an estimated 171000 British soldiers involved 1,200 died in battle and 18,000 due to
diseases. Due to the high mortality on the Caribbean station from diseases they were nicknamed the “Islands of Death”.
During the Napoleonic Wars the Royal Navy suffered 6,663 casualties in combat and 72,102 due to diseases. By the mid-18th
century scurvy was under control and in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, many tropical diseases were found to be transmitted
by vectors, such as mosquitoes, fleas, lice, snails, and other animals, and some diseases were linked to contaminated food or water. Eventually, the pathogens for many tropical diseases were identified. Preventative measures could now be taken but curative
medicine still lay in the future.
Many soldiers and civilians were affected by malaria during the First World War. People between the ages of 18 and 48 were
largely infected and many people died of the disease. Several sources indicate that British, French and Austria-Hungarian troops
together had over 20 million cases and the number of deaths per month averaged 80,000. The 1918 Spanish flu outbreak was an
unusually deadly influenza pandemic. Lasting from Jan 1918 to Dec 1920, it infected 500 million people – about a quarter of the
world's population at the time. The death toll is estimated to have been anywhere from 17 million to 50 million, and possibly as high
as 100 million, making it one of the deadliest pandemics in human history, behind the Black Death.

Statistics are, by nature, cold. They deal with percentages, ratios, means,
medians and averages. To relate the current crisis to previous outbreaks there
have been about 2,480,000 cases world wide resulting in about 170,400
deaths.* The total world population is about 7.5 billion people (Q1 2020 est).
Therefore, those case totals represent approximately 3/1000th of the worlds’
population, statistically zero. The Spanish Flu, at the 100 million estimate killed
five percent of the world population. If five percent of the world population today
were to succumb to COVID-19 that total of 750 million people would represent
more than entire population of North America as of Q1 2020, which stands at
590 million people. That total includes everything north of Panama and the
Caribbean Islands.
Perspective, like stats, is a bitch.
*As of 21April

Green tails over ‘nam: Linebacker II, The B-52

Operation Linebacker II was the ultimate oxymoron and a repetition of a favored American tactic for bringing about peace on
an Asian battlefield. Just like when U.S. forces resorted to dropping two nuclear warheads on Japanese civilians to bring about
the end of the World War II in the Pacific, American commanders signed off on the heaviest bombing campaign of the Vietnam
war – all to bring about the end of the conflict. Before the scheme to force the North Vietnamese government into peace terms,
there were three years of secret peace talks in Paris between Hanoi and President Nixon. In October 1971, the Communist
government changed their negotiating stance to come to an agreement with Nixon and Henry Kissinger. One of the reasons this
switch was made was because North Vietnam thought an agreement would be easier to reach before, rather than after, the
U.S. election. All this was done behind the backs of the South Vietnamese government, but despite this Kissinger held a press
conference in October 1972 and recklessly declared that peace was at hand.
It would have been, if the South Vietnamese government had been included in the talks or looped into the decisions made
behind closed doors in Paris. President Thieu was outraged that such an important decision was made without his support and
behind his back. Thieu refused to accept the peace treaty unless there were changes made to it. Significant changes. Peace
hadn’t just been thrown off the table; it had been thrown out of the house and frog marched down the street. By November, a
list of 69 changes had been presented to the North Vietnamese delegation. They took one look at the new proposals and broke
off negotiations completely, leading to the complete breakdown of peace talks. But because of the statement that Kissinger
made to the press earlier in the year, Nixon felt that he had no choice but to try and drag the communist powers back to negotiate a peace agreement. The public expected it now and were weary of the war that had dragged on for the best part of 10
years. And that’s why, in December 1972, Nixon ordered a 12-day bombing campaign called Operation Linebacker II, otherwise
known as the Christmas Bombings or the December Raids. The objective of this was to force the Politburo back to the negotiating table and to prove to Thieu that America hadn’t abandoned their support for his government.
Because of the original Operation Linebacker, the Americans had a considerable force of B-52 bombers available to them.
Strategic Air Command was initially reluctant to release half of the bomber force into use on one operation for a number of reasons. One was because they didn’t want to risk the destruction of the expensive machines and the deaths of those highly
trained airmen who flew in them. Secondly, the production line for these flying fortresses had been shut down, and replacement
aircraft would not be able to be produced. However, there were those within SAC that welcomed the chance to test the B-52
against more sophisticated air defenses of the type the Soviets would be able to deploy if the Cold War boiled down to armed
conflict. The more gung-ho elements within the US Air Force won the day, and Operation Linebacker II was given the all clear to
begin carpet bombing the civilian population and military targets around Hanoi and Haiphong. And so it was that between December the 18th to the 29th, B-52 bombers hit targets around those two areas with F-111s providing strikes on SAM surface-toair missile sites and military airfields at night. During the day, A-7 and F-4 aircraft carried out bombing raids using visual or longrange navigation techniques, depending on the weather, while EB-66s and EA-6s provided an escort to the bombers and KC135s were used to provide in-flight refueling. The first three missions of Operation Linebacker II were flown as planned, beginning on the 18th of December. On the first night, 129 bombers were launched, along with 39 support planes to provide fighter
escorts as well as radar jamming capabilities.
Bombs hit targets at three North Vietnamese airfields, as well as a warehouse complex located at Yen Vien. The second and
third waves of the attack hit targets around Hanoi itself, as three planes were shot down by North Vietnamese SAM batteries.
The same evening, a further aircraft was shot down while on a bombing run that targeted the broadcasting towers of Radio Hanoi.
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93 missions were flown the following night to target places like the Thai Nguyen thermal power plant and the Kinh No Railroad
as well as the Yen Vien complex. This time, no bombers were struck down, although a number were damaged. But from hubris
comes nemesis, as the USAF found out when they launched their raids on the third night. Because of the limited casualties, high
command thought things would go as smoothly as they had on the previous night.
A number of factors, from the repetitive tactics to the limited jamming capability led to all hell breaking loose. Eight B-52 aircraft were lost the night after North Vietnamese troops anticipated the strike pattern of the bombers and launched 34 missiles
into the strike area. Only two out of those eight downed crews were rescued. The shooting down of 12 bombers caused SAC
commanders to change their tactics. They had anticipated more resistance from MiG fighter pilots and had not varied their flight
paths, altitudes or flight paths to announce for ground-based anti-aircraft threats. At this point, Nixon ordered the mission be extended past its three-day deadline, and American tactics changed dramatically. With this change, the amount of friendly casualties dropped significantly as F-111 fighter jets were sent on SAM site suppression missions, while bomber raids tended to avoid
Hanoi. One real tragedy of the bombing campaign was when the Bach Mai hospital was hit by a wayward string of bombs. 28
doctors, nurses, and a pharmacist were killed, which was turned into a cause célèbre by peace activists and the North Vietnamese.
Operation Linebacker II was given a 36 hour period over Christmas when they flew no missions, but then American forces
stepped up their bombing effort up to the 29th of December – at which point there were few strategic targets left to hit in North
Vietnam. But seven days before, on the 22nd of December, diplomats in Washington asked their communist foes to come back
to the negotiating table.
Hanoi consented, but made it clear that it wasn’t because of the intense bombing. Nevertheless, Nixon suspending bombing
on the 30th of December, while Kissinger agreed to the initial terms of the cease-fire that had been thrashed out in October. After some convincing, Thieu agreed to those terms and an agreement was finally struck on the 9th of January. In total, 741 bomber sorties had been flown, and over 15,000 tons of ordnance had been dropped on their targets. 33 B-52 crew members were
killed or missing, 33 became prisoners of war, and 26 others were rescued. And all because of the breakdown in talks several
months earlier. The real tragedy of the story is that the terms agreed to in January were almost exactly the same as the ones
rejected in March. All that loss of life had been for nothing.

https://www.warhistoryonline.com/vietnam-war/operation-linebacker-ii-massive-bombing-campaign.html
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